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Good morning, Ambassador Luigi Einaudi; Dr. Alice Abreu; Dr. Sophia Huyer, Distinguished Delegates and invited guests.  On behalf of the President and Executive Committee of the CIM, I welcome you all here this morning, and thank you for your willingness to participate in this very important meeting.
For those who may be unfamiliar with the work of the CIM, we were established in 1928 - the first international organization focusing specifically on women's issues. Since that point in time, our work has been to extend the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of women in the hemisphere.

Four years ago, the OAS convened the first-ever meeting of Ministers of Women’s Affairs.  This meeting was truly groundbreaking and has had important repercussions for our organization and for the countries of the Region.  The approval on that occasion of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), not only expressed the profound commitment of the member states to improving the status of women in the Hemisphere, but also signaled the adoption of a new approach based on gender maintreaming, and the formulation of gender-based policies, as the main strategy for achieving equality of rights and opportunities for men and women.  

Since its adoption, the IAP has become a blueprint for CIM activities, and has given the specific mandate to pursue the integration of a gender perspective in hemispheric policy, particularly through the particular avenue of the Ministerials 
 With a view to the full and equal participation of women in the democracies of the hemisphere and as opposed to a separate, sectoral approach, CIM has been working  to mainstream gender within the inter-American system and to work within the particular venue of the ministerials to begin the process of integrating gender in all aspects of hemispheric public policy.  Women are not a minority – a segment of the population with “special needs”, although special needs do exist.  They are indeed a majority with the right to the full benefits of democracy in all areas.
Experts are important to us.  They are the subject matter experts who enrich the policy making process. They are the knows that know exactly what policies will work and be effective. 

To date, we’ve worked with experts in the areas of labor, justice and education in the process that we’ve developed called SEPIA, the Spanish acronym for “follow-up to the Inter-American program”, to follow up on the work that we’ve done in the aforementioned areas.  It is in institutionalizing gender through the ministerials that we can begin to create real change.
Again, we thank you for your participation.

